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2i—Crude Death Rates of Various Coundries in Recent Years.
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Subsection 2.—Infantile and Maternal Mortality.

In recent years a great part of the energy devoted by the medical profession
and sanitarians to effect a decline in the death rate has gone to reduce infantile
mortality, and in this field a large measure of success has been atiained. In
Canada, both the Dominion, provincial and municipal health authorities have
taken part in the struggle to reduce infantile mortality, and usually, in the
absence of epidemics, each year is showing an improvement. Even in the nine
years for which the figures are available for the former registration area, theve
12 evident a very considerable decline in infantile mortality. In 1920 more than
10 p.c. of all children born, died in the first year of life; in 1921 the propor-
tion dropped to 88 pe. or 14893 deaths in a total of 168979 births; in
1922 the infantile death rate showed a further betterment, dropping to 87 p.c.
or 14,256 deaths in 164,194 births, while in 1923 it showed a slight increase
to 88 pe. In 1924, however, there was a considerable improvement, the
rate falling to 7-85 p.c. and increasing but slightly in 1925 and 1926 to 7-86
p.c. and 7-99 pe. respectively. The figure for 1928 was 7-09 pec., the
lowest on record for the former registration area; the provisional figure for
1929 iz 7-72. Deaths of children under one year of age in the present registra-
tion area constituted 2009 pe. of all deaths in 1927, 19-5 pe. in 1928 and
19-1 p.c. (provisional figure) in 1929, as compared with 22-1 pe. in 1926,
Table 28 summarizes the statistics for the former registration area and
for Canada exclusive of the territories for the years 1921-29, the hgures for the
latest year being provisional.
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